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Catholic Centre

PASSION SUNDAY Broadcast |
|

Good morning, from the chapel at the Catholic Centre in ‘
Connaught Rd., where Mass is about to begin. We'd like to i

invite you to join in spirit with the congregation here in thisl

. two weeks before the great festival of Easter.

acclamation

act of worship and prayer to God, especially if you're
listening from a sick-bed or convalescence, or if you yourself
for some reason cannot today take part in the community
worship of your fellow-christians.

Today is Passion Sundays; the beginning of the last
During these
two weeks the Liturgy of the Church focusses our attention and
thoughts in prayer on the meaning of the sufferings and death
of Christ to save us. In this way we'll be prepared to
understand and celebrate the Pasch of Christ in the joy of
Easter. From today, &he crucifix at the altar and any
statues in the church are veiled in purple, to help keep our
thoughts in this Passiontime on the human suffering Christ
The figure of Christ

on the cross remains veiled until Good Friday —— originally

accepted as the price of redeeming us,
because the cross, symbol of Christ's triumph and vistory over
death, carried a glorious figure and was ornamented as a sign

of joy. From today also, and for the same reasons, the joyful
the Father..." is omiatted from the

Liturgy.

"Glory be to

chants and prayers of the
And now the Mass begins, with the celebrant standing

before the altar leading the congregation in prayers of

repentance and contrition,

Fre -
AUFER:

The celebrant now approaches the altar, kisses it in the
centre and then leads the congregation in reciting the
Entry Song, which today is taken from Ps 42, a prayer for
deliverance.
Epistle: After the formal paeyer for today's assembly, we listen to
the Word of God in scripture. The first reading is from the
Epistle to the Hebrews, explaining the new covenant established
by Christ the new and eternal high-priest through His death
for us.
GOSPEL:

The Gospel reading is from St John in ch.,8., It will be

read by Fr Joseph Foley, who will then give the homily,
CREED: Now the congregation stand to recite together the Nicene
Creed — a profession of faith in God's revelation of himself
to us, This is followed by the Prayer of the Faithful,
OFFERTORY $ The Prayer of the Eaithful closes the first part of the
Mass,
celebration of the Bucharist —- the great thanksgiving prayer
of the Church with Christ and in Him, in which we recall and

Now at the Offertory the preparation begins for the

relive His thanksgiving the night before He suffered and died,
and His pasadver through His suffering, death, resurrection
and ascension to His Father and now ours through what He did
for us. We wish to unite ourselves with Christ in his

self-offering, As token of this, we provide the bread and wine
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which through Christ's words of comsecration will become for
us Eks very Body of Blood given for us and to be given 1o us
in Holy Communion, So now these offerings of bread and wine
are brought to the altar. The priest pours wine into the
chalice and then a small drop of water, with this silent

prayer: Deus qui humanae..

Of ferimus tibi.... In spiritu... Veni..

uscipe sancfa Trinitas.,.

2

Thiés preparatory rite ends with a formal prayer over the

offerings,

PREEACE : Now follows the thanksgiving prayer of the Preface —— today

and until the end of Holy Week, it's the Bpecial Preface 6f

the Holy Cross j and it leads into the cemtral prayer and

action of the Mass, the Bucharistic Canon.

CONSICRATN.: After repeating Christ's words of consecration, the priest

raises the sacred host, as he will the chalice also, for

the silent adoration of the congregation here,

PER IPSUMN: After the prayer of the Canon, the Communion rite now begins,

with the recitation together of the Lord's Prayer in preparatin.

for receiving Christ's gift of Himself to us,

FRACTIO: | Breaking the sacred host over the chalice and dropping a

particle of It into the Precious Blood, the priest prays:

Haec Commixtio, .

S—

( The final prayers before Communion are said privately QQQ

Now taking the Sacred Host the priest prays: & Q
Then, before drinking from the chalice: QQQ

The congregation now approach thém altar to receive in
turn the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion from the
hands of the priest, As they receive Christ and réturn to
their places to pray and give thanks to God in their hearss,
we have some minutes during the communions,in which we can
join in spirit with what is happening here now and reflect on
the meaning of it this morning, the beginning of Passiontime.

Jesus Christ is now in glory with His Father in heaven.
But when He comes to us and we receive Him in Holy Communion,
it is, as it was for His apostles at the Last Supper, under a
sign that we receive His Body and Blood — this consecrated
bread and wine IS His Body given up, broken, for us, His flesh
for the life of the world ; it IS His blood shed for us on the
cross of Balvary. So the very way we receive Him in this
sacrament of the Eucharist is an immediate reminder of the
condition for His resurrection, of the way in which He passed
Ifrom this human mortal existence we experience now to the
new and never—ending life of glory with His Father which He has
‘made it possible for us to share, That way, Kig full acceptanc
of the human situation, including terrible suffering and death,
is what will (or certainly should) be occupying our thoughts
'in prayer during the coming fortnight of Passiontime.



At Mass and in Holy Communion, we express a desire to join with
| Christ, to share His life and by receiving Him into ourselves
to be more closely conformed to HIm, But the Christ we receive

is He who suffered, who has experienced human anguish and

death too, but who has transformed these things by the way He
lived through them and accepted them in glad and trusting

' dependence on His Father's will, He has transformed our
sufferings and anguish, so that they need no longer be
He has made them

| meaningful because through them we share His life now, join PC

|useless, unintelligible stupidities.

with Him in what He suffered for our sakes and to bring
Growing into Christ's
should help §  END

lus see how every part of our human lives must become inter—

mankind back to His Father's friednship.

life, which Holy Communion gradually does to us,

woven with Christ's life —— and thas includes our difficulties, |
troubles, suffering, anguish, the things where there's no
With Christ,

we can, and will, accept to the fullm our vocation as human

merely human meaning to explain them fully.

persons, meeting with faith and trusting hope, and love, P
what God our Father has planned for us, This is not a blind
resignation to circumstances, or a stoical putting up with

things — Christ didn't go round léoking for suffering for

himself.
' when He accepted in love the Way of the Cross which was His
 Father's will.

| fight evil, relieve pain and suffering, there'll still come

But the time came for him, His Hour he called it,
Whbn we've done our human best to right wrongs,

;what we cannot avoid — and in accepting this with Christ we
| X ]
'will know we're sharing His suffering and death which is

LR COBMNM,

signified in the way we receive His life in Holy Communion,

The celebrant has now returned to the altar after giving
Holy Communion, He cleans the chalice and paten, reciting

privately as he does so these thanksgiving prayers QU Q

(Communion over) the congregation now igé§t%§t£§%%§§§gthe

Communion Song — a verse from St Paul and part of Ps 115

The celebrant now says the final prayer of the Mass, and
gives the Blessing and Dismissal,

Mass has now ended; and as the celebrant and his assistants
leave the altar we close this Passion Sunday broadcast of
sunday whpship which you'wve heard from the chapel at the
Catholic Centre in Connaught Rd, Central,
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FIRST SUNDAY IN PASSIONTIDE

ENTRY SONG (Psalm 42). We accompany our Lord in his struggle against evil by fidelity
to his Father; with him we must remain faithful to the end, and God will deliver us.

CHOIR

CHOIR :

CHOR :

CHOIR :

CHOIR

EPISTLE.
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Lord, do not with-draw your help, look to my de- fence.

ALL repeat the refrain.

Defend me, O God, and plead my cause / against a godless nation. From
deceitful and cunning men rescue me, since you are my God and my

stronghold. Refrain.

O send forth your light and vour truth; let these be tny ide. Let them
bring me to your holy mountain / to the place where you dwell.

Refrain.

Why are you cast down, my soul, why groan within me? Hope in God;
I will praise him still, my saviour and my God. Refrain.

: Defend me, O God and plead my cause / against a godless nation. From
deceitful and cunning men / rescue me, O God. Refrain.

Our High Priest is the mediator of the new Covenant. (Hebrews 9, 11-15).
. L=



RESPONSORY PSALM (from psalms 142, 17 & 128), The suffering Servant prays.

CANTOR

CANTOR

GOSPEL.
PRAYER
PRIEST :

LEADER :

PRIEST

Y o Y § @i
X ’l’ . 1 P
- > 1 - ! |
Pt te—7
The Lord is my strength and my song.

ALL repeat.
Lord, rescue me from my enemies; yet teach me to do your will. You,
Lord, will save me from my raging foes, and will make me triumph
over those who assail me. From man's wickedness you rescue me.
Refrain.

: “Countless their assaults from the days of my youth” — let this be

Israel's song — “Countless their assaults since the days of my youth,
yet they have never overpowered me.” Refrain.

: These sinners, deep are the furrows they have made on my back; inveterate

their cruelty. Yet the Lord is just; it is their own necks he will break.
Refrain.

““Who are you claiming to be?” (John B8, 46-59)

OF THE FAITHFUL

The Lord be with you . . . Let us ask Christ our High Priest to

intercede for men.

For our holy Father Pope Paul, for all bishops, priests and deacons,
we pray to the Lord. ALL : Hear your people, have mercy, O Lord.

For the sick, the poor and the lonely, and for all suffering oppression,
we pray to the Lord.

That those estranged from God / may open their hearts to his grace, we
pray to the Lord.

For all catechumens in the Church, and for those who teach them the
faith, we pray to the Lord.

For our parents, benefactors and friends, and those for whom we have
been asked to pray, we pray to the Lord.

: O God, our refuge and our strength, hear the prayer of your Church, and

grant that we may be worthy to receive what we ask with faith. Through
Christ our Lord. aALL : Amen. (Sir)

COMMUNION SONG (Psalm 115). In gratitude, God’s Servant promises fidelity.

CANTOR

CHOIR

CHOIR :
CHOIR :
CHOIR :

CHOIR :

: This is my body, given up for vou. This cup, says the Lord, is the

new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this for a com-
memoration of me.
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I will give you thanks for your faithful love, my God.

ALL repeat the refrain, and again after each verse.

I trusted, even when I said: “I am sorely afflicted,” and when I
said in my alarm: *“No man can be trusted”. Refmm

How can I repay the Lord for his goodness to me? My vows to the
Lord I will fulfil before all his people. Refrain.

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I will call on the Lord’s name. Refrain.
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all his people, in the courts
of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Refrain.

Additional psalm verses from version of The Grail (England) with permission.
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